At the end of the chapter how would you describe the relationship of Esther and Mordecai with King Xerxes?
GOING FURTHER:

Who do you think was the hidden character of our story?

Can you think of a time in your life where you could see God working out his plan?
How does it help you to know that God is in control?

What do you want to get out of these studies in Esther over these four weeks?

Conclude your time together in prayer.
If you haven’t already done so, take time this week to read through Esther in one sitting.
Growth Group – Week starting 23 August 2021
Study 1: 
Esther – God behind the scenes
Readings:
Esther 1 & 2
Esther is set in the period of Israel’s history called the Exile. Judah was attacked by the Babylonians and finally defeated in 587BC when the Temple was destroyed and the people taken into exile in Babylon, modern Iraq and surrounding regions. Esther is set in the reign of King Xerxes who is thought to have reigned in 486 to 465BC.
Esther is unusual in the Bible never referring directly to God. Indeed, it is this characteristic that led to exclusion from the Canon of both the Jewish Bible, our Old Testament and the Christian Bible at different times in history. Esther, however, was ultimately recognized as part of the word of God and included, since clearly God’s hand is at work.
Esther is located with the books of Ezra and Nehemiah which also deal with God’s people in Exile. 

GETTING STARTED:
As you look around the world or your’s or other people’s lives what do you see that convinces you that God is at work?
What explanation does the world give for this?

SOME BACKGROUND:
Read Esther 1:
What type of court is described in this chapter?

Why was Queen Vasti deposed? What do we learn about the character of King Xerxes?

What do we learn about King Xerxes’ power? Who really influences this power? 

What significant information do we learn about the king’s decrees in 1:19?
In Esther 2:10 & 20 Esther is warned not to reveal her nationality. What does this imply about the king’s court?

PEOPLE ARE POSTIONED:

Read Esther 2:
What do we learn about Mordecai and Esther in this chapter?

What happens that leads Esther to be Queen?

What is significant about Esther winning favour? v8, 15 Was this just her beauty or was there something else at work?
In v15 Esther only asks for what Hegai, the king’s eunuch suggested.  Why is this significant?

Why are told the events in v21 – 23? What action did Esther take when told of the plot to assassinate the king? To whom did she give the credit? 
