
Study 7: Lost and Found 
Luke 15:1 – 16:15 
 
 

1. How do you feel when something of value that has been lost is found? 
 
 
 
 

2. Read Luke 15:1 – 10.  What provoked Jesus’ parables? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Looking at these two parables, how do they illustrate God’s view of sinners? How 
does this contrast with the Pharisees’ view? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In the first two parables the theme of an owner searching for something lost and 
rejoicing when it is found begins to answer Jesus’ critics. Read Luke 15:11 – 32. The 
third parable repeats the basic theme. But how is it different from the first two? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. In the opening words in vv11 – 12 what is the nature of the relationships in this 
family? How would this be shocking to the listeners hearing the parable? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. In v13 – 16 Jesus summarises the younger son’s experience away from home. In 
what ways are you sympathetic with the younger son? Why? 

 
 
 



7. What steps do you perceive in the young man’s 180-degree turnabout? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. The drama grows as Jesus describes the father in v20 – 24. In light of v2, what does 
Jesus  want his critics to see about this man? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. In the interaction with the older son, what do we learn about the man, and also the 
son. What is Jesus teaching here? 

 
 
 
 
 

10. The rejoicing nature of God is still foreign if not downright offensive to some 
religious people. Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. How does the teaching here fit in with the journey Jesus is currently on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Read Luke 16:1 – 15. This is a very different parable. How does this again challenge 
the Pharisees and us about the priority we place on eternity and our position now? 

 
 
 
 
 

13. Pray for the lost in our world and for our valuing of things eternal more than the 
things of this world. 


