
 
 
What is the role of prayer during hard times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclude your time together in prayer. Give thanks to God for 
his care and for opportunities to help others who are facing 
difficulties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week beginning 21st July 2025 
Sermon: Sunday 27th July 2025 

 
 
Study 1:  God who comforts 
 
Readings: 2Corinthians 1:1 - 11 
  
   
In what ways have you experienced God’s care and 
compassion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 2Corinthians 1:1 - 11: 
 
Who are the senders and who are the recipients of this letter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does Paul describe God in the opening sentences of this 
epistle? 
 
 
 
 
 



List the various words and phrases Paul uses to describe his 
dire situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were in Paul’s situation, what different emotions might 
you be feeling toward God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think Paul loves rather than hates God because of 
all he has suffered? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What “positive” results can come from times of suffering? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the connection between the sufferings of Christ and 
the comfort of Christ (v5 – 6)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some people respond to suffering by denying it or becoming so 
self-focused that they are isolated in their pain. What did Paul 
discover about the meaning of suffering in the Christian life 
(v8 – 11)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you think our experience of God’s comfort enables us 
to comfort others who are suffering? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on what you have learned in these first eleven verses, 
how can hardships draw you closer to God instead of driving 
you away from him? 
 
 
 
 


