
 
11. In contrast to Paul’s ecstatic experiences, the simple 

answer to his prayer (v9) is considered to be the summit 
from which we gain the most complete view of Paul’s 
apostleship. What effect did this answer have on Paul 
himself? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.  What help do the Lord’s words give us in responding to 

the health, wealth and success gospel widely marketed 
today? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. In what ways can you envision God taking something 

evil or destructive in your life and making it serve a good 
purpose? 

 
 
 
 
 

Pray that you will be strong especially in your weak 
places and through this serve Christ. 

 

 
Week beginning 29th September 2025 

Sermon: Sunday 5th October 2025 
 
 
Study 11:   When I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Readings: 2Corinthians 11:16 – 12.10. 
    
When do you fill strong in your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 2Corinthians 11:16 - 33: 
 

1. Paul is reluctant to boast as the world does (v18). As 
Paul boasts about what marks his leadership how is this 
different to the boasting of the ‘false apostles’? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What things does he boast in? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. What is the foolishness of the Corinthians? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why does Paul focus on his weaknesses? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Who does this emphasize instead? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read 2Corinthians 12:1 - 10: 
 

6. Paul describes his experience of being caught up to 
paradise by referring to “a man in Christ”. Why do you 
think he uses the third person? What was Paul’s 
experience like? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7. Why do you think Paul refrains from boasting about 
such an exalted experience? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. While we are not told explicitly what the thorn in the 
flesh is, what are we told? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. How does Paul view Satan’s part and God’s part in his 
“thorn”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10. What was accomplished by Paul’s repeated prayer to 
God for the thorn’s removal? 

 


