
 
In Gal. 2:21 Paul makes a similar point, what is his argument? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Give thanks to God for his grace to us. And pray for those you 
named at the end of the last study, that they may receive this 
grace. 
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Study 3:  Faith + anything = nothing 
 
Reading: Galatians 2:11 - 21 
 
What is your response when someone says, yes believe Jesus 
died for your sins, but you need to also …? 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Galatians 2:11 - 14: 
 
Paul and Peter believed and preached the same gospel. But 
Peter was evidently not practicing what he preached! What had 
he done which led to this public conflict with Paul? Why did he 
behave as he did? What was the result? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why did Paul react as he did? What was the long-term result? 
(Answer not explicit in passage but what do we know from 
other parts of the Bible) 
 
 
 
 



 
What does Paul mean by the “Truth of the gospel” in Gal. 2:14? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you think of anything in your life which effectively denies 
the truth of the gospel? What should you do about it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Galatians 2:15 - 21: 
 
What do you understand by the word “justification”? Why is it 
central to Christianity? 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul discusses the two possible routes to justification - “by 
observing the law” or “through faith in Jesus Christ” Gal 2:16. 
What does Paul mean by “observing the law”? In what way is 
this ‘the fundamental principle of every religious and moral 
system in the world except New Testament Christianity? 
 
 
 
 

 
Can you identify Paul’s arguments in Gal. 2:16 and 21 which 
show that justification by observing the law, though a 
theoretical option, is actually impossible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul anticipates a counter-argument in Gal. 2:17. What is it? 
How does he answer it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although Paul emphasizes that we are saved by faith, faith 
would change our lives. How does Paul describe this new life? 
How does he avoid adding to faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In light of the passage how do you explain the title of our Bible 
study, “Faith + anything = nothing? 


